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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
Applicant's election of Species III, as disclosed in relation to Figures 10-16, in the 
reply filed on February 2, 2006 is acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly 
and specifically point out errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been 
treated as an election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). Claims 1-50 are pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statements (IDSs) submitted on March 12, 2004 were 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 21-50 are objected to because of the following informalities: the claims 
are replete with errors. For example, the limitation "there is first member" in line 1 of 
claim 22 is incomplete; the limitation "front surface if the base" in line 1of claim 23 
should be "front surface of the base;" and the term "engagemen" in line 1 of claim 26 
should be "engagement." The claims should be carefully reviewed for clarity and 
accuracy. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 14-17 and 21-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

The claims are replete with unclear and indefinite limitations. For example, claim 
21 requires the boot support members to have locked and released positions on line 7 
and the carriage to have separate and distinct locked and released positions on lines 
10-11. However, the specification and drawings indicate only one locked position and 
one released position for the entire carriage, including the support members, such that 
when the support members are in the released or locked position, the carriage is in the 
same position. That is, the released and locked positions are the same binding 
configuration for both the support members and carriage. This is also true in claim 34. 
For the purposes of examination, the claims have been interpreted consistent with the 
specification and drawings. 

Claims 27, 32, 33, and 37 each recite "a cross piece." However, this component 
of the present invention is already defined as "an overlying member" in the independent 
claims from which claims 27, 32, 33, and 37 depend. While the overlying member may 
be further limited as a cross piece, the cross piece and overlying member are not, 
according to the specification and drawings, two distinct components. For the purposes 
of examination, claims 27, 32, 33, and 37 have been interpreted such that the overlying 
member comprises a cross piece. 
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Claim 48 defines "a base" in line 2 and " a fixed position base" in line 10. 
However, the specification and drawings indicate that only one base exists in the 
present invention. For the purposes of examination, the base recited on line 2 has been 
interpreted as a fixed position base. 

Claim 14 recites the limitation "said base" in line 3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Further antecedent bases problems 
exist throughout the claims. 

The claims should be thoroughly reviewed for clarity and definiteness. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 14, 16, 21, 27, 32, 34, and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Tessaro US 4,659,103. 

Tessaro discloses a step-in binding for receiving a ski boot, comprising a fixed 
position base 5 and a carriage 22. See Figures 1 and 4. The base 5 is constructed and 
arranged to be secured to the ski 2. See Figure 1 . The carriage 22 is pivotally 
supported from a front side of the base 5. See Figures 1 and 4. 

The carriage 22 comprises a pair of boot support members 39 that are 
respectively disposed at opposed sides of the base 5 and that are adapted to receive 
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the sole of the ski boot 4. See Figures 1 and 4. The boot support members 39 have 
locked and released positions, which correspond to locked and released positions of the 
carriage 22. See Figures 4 and 5. The carriage 22 further comprises an overlying 
member above seat 40 that pivots with the pair of boot support members 39, is 
disposed over the base 5, and engages a top surface of the sole of the ski boot 4when 
the ski boot is inserted into the carriage. See Figures 1 and 4. The overlying member 
is in the form of a cross piece (bar) extending transversely between the boot support 
members 39 at a forward position of the boot support members 39 for engaging the 
front top of the boot 4 over the duckbill 3. See Figures 1 and 4. Furthermore, in regard 
to claim 16, the cross piece is spaced rearwardly of the pivot axis at screw 31 of the 
boot support members 39 by a dimension on the order of 0.75 to 2.25 inches. Compare 
the relative positions depicted in Figure 4 to the relative size of the binding on a ski as 
depicted in Figure 1. 

The carriage 22, upon receiving said boot 4, may be cantilevered downwardly 
from the released position to the locked position wherein the sole of the ski boot 4 is 
clamped by the overlying member against the fixed position base 5. See Figures 4 and 
5 and column 4, lines 1-16. 

A center block 41 is constructed and arranged to be secured to the ski via base 
5. See Figures 1 and 4. The support members 39 are pivotally supported from a front 
side of the base 5 at screw 31 and are disposed laterally on either side of the center 
block 41. See Figures 1, 2, and 4. The lateral side members 39 are tapered inwardly 
toward the front so as to receive and guide the ski boot 4 as it is to be engaged. See 
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Figures 1 and 2. The pair of boot support members 39 is biased to the released 
position (boot receiving position) by wedge 38 of spring means 36. See column 3, lines 
30-35, and column 4, lines 23-29. A release lever 1 5 is arranged at the front of the 
base 5 such that it is readily accessible to the skier and includes a member 21 that 
releases the pair of boot support members from the locked position to the boot receiving 
position upon activation of the release lever 15. See Figures 1, 7, and 8. Also, the 
center of the cross bar receives the front of the toe box of the boot 4, and the ends of 
the cross bar extend rearwardly by a distance in a range of 0.25 to 1 .75 inches relative 
to the front of the binding, spring means 36, and the pivot axis at screw 31 . See 
Figures 1 and 4. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-13 and 18-20 are allowed. The prior art does not teach the first and 
second members defined in claim 1 , in combination with the further limitations of the 
claim. The prior art does not teach the lateral support members extending in a range on 
the order of 2.0 to 4.5 inches, as defined in claim 18, in combination with the further 
limitations of the claims. 

Claims 48-50 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. The 
prior art does not teach support members that form a platform on which a boot sole 
rests, as defined in claim 48, in combination with the further limitations of the claim. 
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Claims 15, 17, 22-26, 28-31, 33, 35, 36, and 38-47 would be allowable if 
rewritten to overcome the rejections under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in 
this Office action and to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. The prior art does not teach: the pressure plate as defined in claim 
15, the dimensional distance defined in claims 17 and 33; the first and second support 
members defined in claims 22-26, 29- 30, 35, 38-39, and 41-46; the platform formed by 
the support members as defined in claims 28 and 36; the brake legs that engage 
respective boot support members as defined in claims 31 and 47; and the elevated front 
top surface of the base as defined in claim 40. These features, in combination with the 
further limitations of the claims, distinguish the claimed invention over the prior art. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Rohrmoser, Haughlin US D 375,773, Dubuque, Vigny, Hauglin 
US D 425,162, Wheeler US 6,092,830, Parris et al. US 6,105,994, Klubitschko, Spitaler 
et al., Parris et al. US 6,299,193, Ludlow, Wheeler US 6,322,095, and Ayliffe disclose 
ski binding arrangements. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Bottorff whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6692. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Ellis can be reached on (571) 272-6914. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Christopher Bottorff 



